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INSTRUCTIONS 


For them that come to be 


CONFIRMED, c. 


VES TION, 
KN H A T- ts Confirmation! ? 
N AW. *f A. A ſolemn rite, inſtituted by the 
*\ Apoſtles, wherein the Biſhop, by lay- 
LEND: ing on of hands, and by fervent pray- 
Ner, and authoritative benediction, conveys to 
ſuch perſons, who, in the preſence of Gop and 
the congregation, ſincerely renew their baptif- 
mal vow, a farther degree of Gop' s grace and 
Holy Spirit. 
. How does it appear that this rite was uſed © 
by the Apoſtles ? 
A. We have the Scripture itſelf 5 the evi- 
ence of the fact; for when the men of Samaria 
had been ee and ba ptized, and had re- 
aved the Word of Gon, 5 che Apoſtles St. 


FM I See Acts, Chap. viii. 17. oy 


Mothers, when they were admitted members of 


1 ApeE. 


Prrzs and St. Jas were ſent to confirm thoſe 
8 converts, to lay their hands on them that 
might receive the 99 Ghoſt, And the 
Dittes at Epheſus, 4 after they had been 
baptized in the name of Ixsus, were confirmed 
by St. Paul, who laid his hands on them; and 


then they received the Holy Ghoſt. And far- 
ther, the ſame Apoſtle mentions as fundamen- 


tals, not only the doctrine of Baptiſm, but the 


* laying on of hands ”, || by which the ancient 
interpreters have always underſtood *Confir- 
mation”, which appeared ſo plain to Carvix 
himſelf, that it was his opinion, * that this one 


Ke bs ſhews evidently that Confirmation was 
in 


ituted by the Apoſtles“. 
Q. What 10 we end and deſi 976 gn of Confer 


mation ? 


A. That baptized Cliriidais ſhould, by 
their own deliberate choice, take upon them- 
ſelves that vow and pramiſe, which was made 
in their names by their Godfathers and God- 


Cnnisr's Church; fo that the confirmed Per- 
fon expreſly conſents to the baptiſmal covenant, 
and before Gov and many witnefles engages t 
2 his part 8 

2. At what age is Confirmation to be admint- 
"fred 13 * 
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A. The church of England h hath not deter- 
mined any certain age, but requires it to be 
done only to ſuch, as are come to a competent 
age; which implies, tliat none ſhould be ad- 
minted, till they underſtand the nature of the 
baptiſmal vow, which they then renew, and till 
they are capable of making a prudent and firm 
reſolution of obſerving i 6 

Q. What are the fel of Confirmation? 

A. In the primitive church, theſe effects 
were extraordinary iſts, ſuch as were neceſſary 
then in the infantſtate of the church; but upon 
the ſettlement of it, the Holy Spirit guides i it by 
ſecret and inviſible communications, which 
thoſe receive, who are qualified to partake of 
them in this regular and miniſterial way ; and 
they are thoſe ordinary helps and aff: ſtauces, 
which are ſo neceſſary for enabling us to live 
agreeable to the goſpel, which we cannot do, 
without the influences ofGov's Holy Spirit, 

Q. What ceremony is uſed in confirmation? 

A The laying on of the hand of the Biſhop 
upon the head of the perſon to be E ref 
a very ancient ceremony of giving of bleſſings, 
practiſed by the Jews, and made uſe of by our 
Saviour himſelf, and adopted by the Apoſtles, 
with prayer for communicating the Holy Spi- 
it in Confirmation, and which gave name to 
the whole office, which is called ” the Tying 

1 of hands” 
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"= What * genden, and preparations are 
neceſſary for the Candidates of this Holy Ordi- 
nance ? 


A. Thoſe hs are brought to be conficimed; 
- ought to be thoroughly inſtructed in the nature 
of their baptiſmal vow, which they then renew 
and of that obligation they lie under to perform 
it. They ought to have a competent degree of 
the knowledge of thoſe chriſtian duties that re- 
late to Gov, their neighbor, and themſelves. 
And in order to theſe ends, it is adviſeable that 
they ſhould ſome time before read over the 
Confirmation Office. They ought alſo to ex- 


amine themſelves concerning thoſe ſins of o- 


miſſion or commiſſion they have been guilty 
of, in thought, word, and deed; and to confels 
them to Gov, declaring their hearty ſorrow 
and repentance for them, and earneſtly begging 
Gop's pardon and forgiveneſs ; to which they 
mult add ſerious reſolutions of living anſwerably 
to the chriſtian profeſſion and that their prayers 
and holy purpoſes may be effectual, they may 
do well to join faſtings to them, that they may 
be the better diſpoſed to receive the influence of 
Goo s Holy Spirit. 
Since you mention the neceſſity of making 
| reſolutions of living anfwerably to the chriſtian 
 rofeſſton, when you receiue Confirmation: pra 
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21 that 1 your Jalvation, the Devil, the world 
and the fleſh? 8 7 


= 
: 


d. Ways upon the watch againſt thoſe various 
+ ways, in which each of them is likely to endan- 
ew * ye 


ger my. ſalvation. CR me t Ir ROM 
of Mat do you reſolve in relation to the 
ol Devil? TIF. | 


| . A. Lreſolve, by Gov's afliſtance, never to 
es. give my conſent to any of thoſe wicked thoughts 
hat which he may throw into my mind; nor to 
the comply with any of thoſe temptations, whereby 
ex- he bens me to ſin, And I particularly re- 
o- ſolve to avoid all pride, malice, and envy, all 
ulty treachery, lying, reveng, and cruelty, which are 
\fels moſt properly the works of the Devil. ” 
TOW Q What do you reſolve in relation tothe 
Bing world? 


they A. reſolve, by the help of Gov; not to do 
any thing unlawful in order to procure honor 


Up riches, or pleaſure; nor to ſet my affections im- 
may moderately upon any lawful enjoyment. I re- 
* ſolve to contradict the evil maxims and cuſ- 
ce 0 


toms, and to avoid · the bad company of a vain 
* and wicked world. | LY 
45 : Q. What do you reſolve in relation to the 


| pray 2A: 1 reſolve, by Gop's Help, to reſiſt the 


zemies unlawful deſires of my own corrupt nature; 


2 


A. Trefolve, by the Grace of Gov, to be al- 
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Hur carnal minds. 


fail? 


Ak ee 

do ſuppꝛreſs all laſcivious and wanton thoughts, 
to avoid all filthy and obſcene diſcourſe, and 
never to gratify my fleſhly appetites, but with 
' temperance and ſobriety, and only in ſuch a 
manner as is allowed by the law of Gov. 
And in order to this purpoſe, I will ſhun ſloth, 
and idleneſs, which are common incentives to 


Q. What do you reſolve in relation to your 


A. I feſolve to be ſtedfaſt in the belief of the 
being of a Gov, which is evident from his 
making and preſerving all things. I reſolve 
fitedfaſtly to believe that in this one glorious 
' Godhead, there are three perſons, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; that the ſecond per- 
© fon in the bleſſed trinity, God the Son, took 
upon him human nature, was born of a virgin, 
and died upon a crols as a ſacrifice for the fins 
of the world; that he roſe again the third day 
from the dead, aſcended into Heaven, and 
ſitteth on the right hand of Gop; and that he 
will come again to judge the quick and the 
dead. That this Son of Gov, our Lord Ixsus 
planted a church while he was upon the earth 
in which forgiveneſs of fins and eternal life 
are given to thoſe who believe and obey the 
S_ ᷣ ͤ 
Q. Why do you reſolue to believe Mus? 


A, 


* 


9 5 A. Becauſe wet an all other points of my 


creed are fevealed in the holy ſcriptures by 


| 6 Gop himſelf, who is infinite truth, and canhot 
lie; who is infinite love, and will not deceive 


me. 
Q. What do you reſolve reſpecling your obedi- 


15 ence 0 Gov? - 
A. I refolve to pay my obedience to him | 
in a due and devout attendance on prayers; 


both in publick and private, and on the holy 
ſacrament, I reſolve to own his bounty in all 
the good things I receive, and to ſubmit pati- 
ently to his wiſdom in all the afflictions I 


ſuffer, I reſolve to reverence his holy name, 


never to uſe it lightly, nor to profane it by 
cuſtomary ſwearing, much leſs by falſe and 
faithleſs oaths. I reſolve to reverence his holy 


word, conſtantly to reſort to his worſhip, and 


obſerve his day particularly ſet apart for it, and 


to ſhew a due regard to all things and perſons 


devoted to him, and commiſſioned by him. 


Q. What do you reſolve Selling Jour con- 
dull towards your netghbour ? 


A. I reſolve by the grace of Gov, to be juſt 


' in all my dealings, never to deprive him of 


his right 98 fraud or force; to be ſincere in 


my expreſſions, and to be true to my promiſes. 


I reſolve to relieve his neceſſities according to 
my ability, and to be candid in interpreting 


| Bis Words and actions ; never to flander Fg 


by 


—— H — 


5 T 10 * 
by falle reports, or e to publiſh 


his faults by evil-ſpeaking. 1 he to by 
- meek and patient under all provocations, and 
to be ready to forgive all affronts and injuries? 


and to ſtudy to promote peace among atl men, 


I reſolve to love, reverence, and obey my na- 


tural parents, and to perform the ſeveral duties 

I owe to all my governors in church and ſtate. 
QQ. What do you reſolve in relation to yourſelf? 
A. I reſolve, by the grace of Gov, to hum- 


ble myſelf under a juſt ſenſe bf my own faults 


and defects, not to be puffed up with a vain 


conſent of myſelf, or with a contempt of others. 


I reſolve to be chaſt in all my thoughts, words, 


and actions; and to avoid every thing that 
may in the leaſt have a tendency to unclean- 
nels; to be temperate inthe uſe of meats, drinks, 
and all other enjoyments, and to flee from all 


temptations to drunkenneſs. I reſolve to deny 
mylelf, to keep my body under by faſting and 


abſtinence, and to mortify my affections to the 
things of this world; and to be ready to part 
with any of the conveniences of life rather than 


ſorſake the ways of truth and righteouſneſs ? 
0. From whence appears the neceſſi 1% of being 
ncere in theſe reſolutions ? 
A. Becauſe God, who knows our hearts, 
will reject our pretended dedication of our- 
ſelves to his ſervice, if we engage only out of 


cal 


[TY 
- cuſtom, and in compliance with the faſhion _ 
of the world; and conſequently will withhold 


his grace from us, ſmce we render ourſelves | 


Granby of the influences of it, by never really 
deſigning what we openly profeſs. 
Q. What are the advantages of confirmation? 
A. It is a new engagement to a chriſtian, 
life, a laſting admonition and check not to 
diſhonor or deſert my chriſtian profeſſion, 
And it is moreover a teſtimony of Goy's fa- 
vor and goodnels to thoſe that receive it. Be- 
_ cauſe God vouchſafes thereby to communicate 
ſupernatural ſtrength to encounter their ſpiri- 
tual enemies, and enable them to perform | 
what they undertake. | 
Q. What is the Minifler of the pariſh obliged | 
to, when the Br ſhop grveth Notice of a Confir- 1 


mation. 


A. The Miniſter of every pariſh is obliged | 
to bring or ſend in writing, with his hand 

| ſubſcribed thereto, the names of all ſuch per- 
ſons within his pariſh, as he ſhall think fit 
co be preſented to the Biſhop to be confirmed. 


A Ought CONE, to be received more 

than once. © | 
A. It is not to be repeated, becauſe this 4 
| ſolemn renewal of our baptiſmal vow is ſuf- 
_ ficient by being once performed; and for ſur- 
ther ſupplies of grace we have hereby a tile 1 
to receive the Holy Communion. / | 
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Bahre Conrigmartion. 


Ms T agu ges by whole gr 
dcCious providence I was born of Chril-, 


tian Parents, and early dedicated to thee in 
holy baptiſm; make me thoroughly ſenfible, [ 
| beſeech thee, of thy infinite goodneſs in beſtow- 
nig upon me the bleſſed privileges of bein 
* made a member of thy Church, a Child + 
Gos, and an Inheritor of the kingdom of 
eaven. | ip 53 
Grant, O Lox, that by the aſſiſtance of hy 
grace, I may carefully and zealouſly perform 
all thoſe conditions, upon which thou wert 
3 to vouchſafe to me ſuch ineſtimable 
benefits: that I may conſtantly reſiſt the Devil, 
E and all thoſe temptations, by which he ſeeks 
to deſtroy me: that I may renounce all cove- 
tous defires of honor, riches, and pleaſure, 
and all thoſe evil cuſtoms and maxims of the 


3 . FLA 


[- 13 F- 


love of Gov: that I may mortify the inor- 


dinate appetites of my own corrupt nature, o 
my own carnal mind: that I may believe all 
thy holy revelations, and keep thy bleſſed will 
and commandments all the days of my life. 


And now, O Loan, that I am about to re- 
new the ſolemn vow of my baptiſm, and pub- 


lickly in thy preſence to ratify all thoſe things 
I then promiſed by my ſureties; I humbly be- 
ſeech thee to enlighten my mind with the 


knawledge and underſtanding of that ſolemn 0 
engagement I then made, and am now about 
to coufirm; influence my will and all the fa- |! 
culties of my ſoul, heartily and ſincerely 10 
perform it. Let not the many and grievous 

fins that I have committed, deprive me of ö 
thoſe aſſiſtances of thy Holy Spirit, Which 1 


no hope to receive; but give me true repen- 


tance, and let the precious blood of CURIST F 


waſh away all my paſt fins, and grant that 1 


may be enabled to mortify and ſubdue them 
for the time to come. And foraſmuch as | 
without thee, I am not able to pleaſe thee, 
pour thy Holy Spirit into my heart, that by 


his holy inſpiration I may think thoſe things 
which are good, and by his merciſul guidance 
may perſorm the ſame, through Ixsus CHRI 


continue to pray, laying, 


5 
22224 „ „„ 


our Lord; in whoſe bleſſed name and words L | 


* 
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A PRAYER after Confirmation. 

Leſſed and praiſed be thy Holy Name, O 

Loxv, for thoſe freſh ſupplies of grace, 
which thou haſt been pleaſe to communicate 
[ . Increaſe in me, O Lord, more the gifis * 
my Holy Spirit, that I may be wiſe for eternity 
and make it the chief buſines of my life to 
+ Pleaſe thee in all my actions; that I may love 
and fear thee above all things ; that I may be 

Juſt and righteous in all my dealings, and 
E ready to communicate to the neceſſities of o- 

© thers; that I may keep a conſtant watch over 
myſelf, ſo as not to exceed the bounds of tem- 
: * and ſobriety =7 16 IY TY 63 | 
Grant, O Loxy, my corrupt nature 
may be daily renewed and purified by thy 
Hoy Spirit, that no danger or perſecution 
may 7 affright me from my duty; that no plea- 
ſure may make me careleſs and negligent in 
the performance of it; and that under afflic- 
tions moſt grievious to fleſh and blood, I may 
| be entirely reſigned, and ſubmit to thy hol 4 : 
will and pleaſure. Let thy Holy Spirit 
Los, ſo guide and govern me through the 
Whole courſe of my ſhort life in this world, 
that I may not fail to obtain eternal life in the 


World to come, through Jesus Canter our 
Ford. Amen. 
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DIRECTIONS 
To be oblerred, duilng the ES 
CONFIRMATION. 
Hur this holy office my be ters 


formed in the moſt ſolemn and 
ediſying manner, you are defired to 


behave with, ſilence and decency during | 


| the whole time you are in the church; 
to make all the proper anſwers m the 

orm of Confirmation, and not to de- 
hart from the ſpace before the rails of 


tie communion, table, till that ſet or 


number with which you are confirmed, 


all be diſmiſſed with the bleſſing from 
the Biſhop. 87 
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